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additional force to be despatched under Sir David Baird
from England. In Spain his further movements were to be
regulated in concert with the Spanish generals.

Through the long melancholy marchings and counter-
marchings which began at Lisbon at the end of September,
and ended at Corunna in the middle of January, Murchison
took his place with the 36th. His regiment formed part of
the force sent round by Talavera under Sir John Hope. The
troops began to move as the rainy season was setting in. To
the rain succeeded the snows and frosts of an inclement
winter. From the Spaniards assistance neither in men. nor
in means of transport, nor information of the movements
and strength of the common enemy, could be procured. To
the last there came from them, in abundance promises of
powerful reinforcements, entreaties to the British commander
to advance, glowing pictures of the vast enthusiasm and re-
sources of Spain, and stories of the weakness and hesitation
of the French. In the midst of so much uncertainty it was
natural enough that the progress of the British force should
be but slow, and that this tardiness and apparent hesitation,
combined with the hardships of the weather, should have
caused some murmuring in the ranks. Among the mur-
murers was our Ensign of the 36th. His physical frame,
though strong, was sorely tried during these long marches,
with indifferent food, in the dead of winter. He could not
then judge what were the real operations of the army. He
was necessarily ignorant, as other subalterns were, of the
almost incredible difficulties of the noble-hearted Moore.
He could see only the toilsome and seemingly staggering
marches and halts and retreats. It appeared as if at head-
quarters there were no settled plan; as if the army were receive an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